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Come with Expectation, by Lacey Silfkoff
Back in December, I started an old devotional a friend had given me for my birthday two years ago. I had read it through once already, but it seemed to be pressing on my heart to revisit it. It’s called 
Jesus Calling
 by Sarah Young, and it’s written as a series of letters to us from the Lord. As usual, I was rewarded for my obedience by having every single devotional since that day be something I have absolutely needed to hear. Today, I’m going to share one with you. Perhaps the Lord will use it as he did with me to touch your heart as well.
  I am able to do far beyond all that you ask or imagine. Come to Me with positive expectations, knowing that there is no limit to what I can accomplish. Ask My Spirit to control your mind, so that you can think great thoughts of Me. Do not be discouraged by the fact that many of your prayers are yet unanswered. Time is a trainer, teaching you to wait upon Me, to trust Me in the dark. The more extreme your circumstances, the more likely you are to see Me in your circumstances, the more likely you are to see My Power and Glory at work in the situation. Instead of letting difficulties draw you into worrying, try to view them as setting the scene for My glorious intervention. Keep your eyes and your mind wide open to all that I am doing in your life.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.—Ephesians 3:20–21
The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.—Romans 8:6
  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.—Isaiah 40:30–31 NKJV 
Continued on page 3
Come With Expectation, continued from page 1
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!”  -Revelations 5:13
My whole life I have wanted to see the Lord do a miracle, to actually see something like the physical miracles Jesus did while he walked the earth. (You know, something like how he reattached Peter’s ear…not that I’m offering up my little ears for that particular miracle.) Having grown up in church and being a minister’s daughter- my faith wasn’t dependent on seeing Christ do something for me to believe - I just really wanted to see a miracle; because, let’s face it, how cool would THAT be?
Let me take you back in time to this past October 2011. My mom had been sick for several days, and because she is so healthy, when she does get sick it knocks her down for a few days. We all assumed it was just the flu.  So she said she just needed to sleep it off and we let her. The third day in, she felt nauseous, so she went into the bathroom and a few short minutes later I felt the Lord tell me to go check on her. Again, being obedient paid off, because she was lying on the bathroom floor and had been vomiting blood. I called 911, and she was taken to the hospital.  In the emergency room, X-Rays and an MRI were taken. It was determined that she had a perforated bowel.  This was for three days, and we had no idea. She was really sick.  The doctor took her into emergency surgery telling me there was little chance of her coming back out because she had lost so much blood. 
I prayed harder during those four hours while she was in surgery then I have at any other time. Then, a miracle happened. The doctor came out from surgery and said that my mom had sailed through, despite their concerns that she would not survive.  In recovery, and in the ICU, her progress was amazing.  She healed so quickly that it amazed the doctors and nurses working on her case. 
In the devotional one passage reads, “The more extreme your circumstances, the more likely you are to see me in the situation.” I doubt I would have seen the Lord’s hand at work if I hadn’t been so open, so fully dependent on Him, and believing in Him to answer my prayers to heal my mom in that situation. So, as you go through your day today, remember to rely on and go to the Lord with the expectation that what you need, will be taken care of, and what you pray for will be answered.
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Calling all EPIC students, staff and faculty…
 
Yearbook Photos will be taken the week of
January 23 – 27, 2012.  During a week of fellowship chapel, you will have the opportunity to have your photo taken for the portrait section of the yearbook.  Don’t miss out!
Come prepared:
Your yearbook NEEDS you!
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Democrat, Republican, or Who?
 
by Khadeejah Ali-Bailey
)
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Religious Freedom Upheld
On Wednesday, the Supreme Court “recognized a ‘ministerial 
exception’ to employment 
discrimination laws, saying that churches and other religious groups must be free to choose and dismiss their leaders without government interference.
” This means that religious organizations will have the freedom to hire employees who “preach their beliefs, teach their faith and carry out their mission,” as stated by Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. in the decision. One of the amazing things about this decision is that is was unanimous. Also, an important note is this ruling does not preclude the possibility of criminal prosecution and other protections [for example, those who are fired in retaliation for reporting criminal or harassing behavior].
Taken from a New York Times report by Adam 
Liptak
, January 11, 2012
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My first impression of politics was not good. I recall my mother and great grandmother having a conversation when I was a small child. My mother told her grandmother that she was unsure of whom to vote for in the 1984 presidential election between Ronald Reagan and Walter Mondale. She was met with a startling, yet truthful, reply from my grandmother simply stating, “Well honey, it’s mostly a matter of picking the lesser of two evils. I myself will vote for the most handsome candidate.” I guess the rest of America agreed with my Great Granny when they voted for the incumbent, Ronald Reagan, in a landslide election. In his younger days, he may have been a “looker,” but is that all it takes to win the hearts and votes of American citizens? Think about it, wasn’t Saul picked by God because he was what the people were expecting in a king: strong, tall and handsome?
A lot has changed since those days. I hope that the American public is more informed. If not, they sure do have the resources and opportunity to know many details about each candidate, both publicly and privately. With today’s cyber-age, we are well equipped to be informed on all of the candidates’ platforms; or lack thereof. Both major parties have campaign offices in major cities. Those people supporting and volunteering will leap at the chance to thoroughly explain their presidential pick’s stance on the economy, employment, foreign policy, and social issues.
I never thought I would say this, but:  please don’t be like my great grandmother. Be informed and make an informed decision. The facts are out there. You may or may not find a candidate that wholly agrees with your views on various topics. However, at the end of the day, when your vote is cast, you can be proud of yourself for choosing the best person for the job. One who will secure your agenda for the benefit of society. I can’t tell you who to vote for, but I do urge you to vote. Please vote, if for no other reason than to receive that cool sticker they give you at the polls.
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On the Threshold of Opportunity
,
 by Paulina Quesada
Why do we so often sabotage God’s effort to lead us through a open door? He sets before us a tremendous opportunity, we begin to walk through it, feeling His peace and presence, but, at the first sign of opposition, we make an abrupt U-turn and go back to where it feels safe. Instead of trusting in God’s directions, we sometimes contemplate the misconceived notion that God is not trustworthy, or perhaps that we did not hear God correctly. 
From my own personal experience, I am reminded of numerous opportunities that I was given to speak to someone or to preach the word of God, but in my disobedience, I missed being the willing and obedient servant that our Creator designed me to be. 
The truth of the matter, that I was utterly plagued with fear, deep down, gut  wrenching fear! Now this is the kind of fear, which embeds itself, into one's mind, will and emotions. I realized that I was completely helpless in overcoming this fear; it took the grace of God to deliver me supernaturally. In the end, I realized that I was so wrong about whenever there is a fearful response on our part, there is a faithful reassurance on God's response. The Holy Spirit revealed that my thinking was distorted and I was placing limits on God.  Limits that dampened my ability to walk through a door God had opened for me. Didn’t Paul write in 2 Corinthians, 12:9, God’s power is made perfect in human weakness? 
The story of the Israelites illustrates our own efforts. They wandered around the dessert aimlessly for forty years when a straight path would have taken only two weeks to reach at the Promise Land. Disobedience played such a significant role in their lives. Now pause for a moment and ask yourself this question:  What must a person do to enter through His doorway and into their own promised land? The answer is simple, first, it really comes down to an honest challenge of our faith, and second, in order to enter into the kingdom of God, we must recognized that there is only one person who holds the keys to all spiritual doors leading to our blessings, provisions and promises. In Revelation 3:7-13 Jesus Christ speaks of an open door God has put before the church at Philadelphia. God is the opening for the door for He is holy, true and powerful. In other words, God is the opener and closer of all doors in life! 
One of the most important lessons that I have learned is to be content. God knows exactly what is best for me and there is no longer any doubt: God will open the right door at the right time. Therefore, if you desire to walk towards the threshold of opportunity, believe in the promise that He who holds all keys will go with you wherever you go and He will never leave you or forsake you (Heb. 13:5-6).
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