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The Whole Earth is Groaning...
by Paulina Quesada

[s there any correlation between the
recent tragic earthquake in Japan and end-
times Bible prophecy? Japan’s earthquake
reached a 9.0 magnitude that was massive
enough to cause a ferocious tsunami. Even
now, there are pending nuclear
uncertainties and concerns. The
devastating event shook the country of
Japan to the core of their very being while
over 8,000 Japanese people perished
without warning. Sadly, there are just as
many still missing and uncounted for.

One of the signs of the last days is
stated in Matthew 24:7, “there will be
famines and earthquakes in many parts of
the world” (NIV). Today, we just turn on the
television or the Internet and see that not
only have earthquakes increased, but many
other natural disasters are happening
frequently. In Romans 8:22 it says, “all
creation has been groaning as in the pains
of childbirth right up to the present time”.
The phrase “labors with birth pangs” is
comparing earthly events to a woman’s
contractions while in labor, which increase
at intervals and with greater intensity until
she gives birth. In essence, we should
expect these formidable natural disasters to
increase in frequency. We can see for
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ourselves that many prophecies are actually
coming true. Then does that mean that Christ
will soon return?

Jesus spoke about the last days and the
beginning of birth pains in Matthew 24:7: "For
nation shall rise against nation; and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines,
and pestilences, and earthquakes.” Are these
great signs from heaven showing us that there
will be cataclysmic events that are to come?
The answer is “yes.” In the book of Revelation
16:18, it tells us that the greatest earthquake
of all time will occur just before the end of the
Great Tribulation. “Then there came flashes of
lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a

Continued on page 4

Find out how you might travel to Greece for free. See page 2.
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Getting To Know Steve Pepper

by Robin Pepper

Travel to Greece
wikth E7PIC Bible College

March 2, 2012 join fellow travelers on a 9 day
excursion to see the Treasure of Greece and
see some of the places Paul spread the
Gospel. For information on the trip go to
www.eftours.com/students. Use trip number
1001331 to find out the details and to register
on line.

To learn how to travel for FREE, contact
Prof. Tana Colburn at tcolburn@epic.edu, or
call 916-348-4689, ext. 424.

Students come to EPIC from many
different walks of of life and through a variety of
venues. Celebrate Recovery is part of the path
that brought Steve Pepper to EBC. Celebrate
Recovery is a Christ-centered recovery group, a
ministry where anybody with a hurt, habit, or
hang-up can come and be welcomed with love,
acceptance and forgiveness. Steve is a success
story of that program and has served as an
encourager and coach on the ministry team since
2005.

In Revelation 12:11 it reads, "They
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by
the word of their testimony." This is certainly
the case for Steve. After years of living in the
ways of the world, Steve found himself addicted
to  meth-amphetamines, and  unhealthy
relationships. Sin was controlling his life. He
made his way to Celebrate Recovery in a state of
complete brokenness, and the Lord met him
there. Steve experienced God's love, amazing
grace, salvation, and the Lord’s work in his life.
Steve learned that it is possible for all to come to
faith in Jesus and have transparent, healthy
relationships, and godly accountability. Praise
God! Now Steve lives a life forgiven, restored,
trusting and serving Almighty God. Frequently,
he shares his testimony at various churches
around the Sacramento area because, “You can’t
keep it unless you give it away.”

Steve is a free man in Christ and blessed to
serve God in leadership at Christ Community
Church. It does not matter if Steve is working
with his ministry, spending time at home with
his family or busy at school in classes and
serving as facilitator with the ASB, his daily life is
focused on God. His greatest desire is to follow
God’s earnest calling. In the midst of all this,
Steve makes time to serve where his heart is--
where he feels the Lord has called him to be--
reaching out and disciplining men on their road
to recovery.
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severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has
ever occurred since mankind has been on earth,
so tremendous was the quake.” As for the future,
we can expect more very powerful earthquakes--
all across the globe--as we get further into the
last days. Nothing can stop what God has already
pre-ordained. = For numerous years, Japan
prepared for major earthquakes by reinforcing
the buildings—thinking the buildings were fully
earthquake proof! In many cases, that was true;
however, the earthquake was followed by a
massive tsunami. The impact of the tsunami
came so quickly that few managed to reach
higher ground. It was tragic to witness the events
unfolding. People, cars, and homes were being
carried away like small toys. There are still
millions of people who are left with little food,
shelter, or electricity. In the aftermath, Japan has
yet to fully realize how many lives were lost in
that moment.

As Christians, we know that there is
prophecy of the impending Great Tribulation.
Nothing compares to what is coming. Jesus
warns us that there will be great anguish and
horrific events, so horrible it is almost
unbearable to imagine. Are we ready? Knowing
that there will be no hope for unbelievers having
eternal life, are we telling everyone we can of
salvation in Jesus Christ? Imagine how many
billions of people will suffer in deep agony and
perish during this time.

Have you been praying for Japan...for the
world and the salvation of the lost? It is
important that we unite and reach out to help
our brothers and sisters in need. Pray for safety
from aftershocks, nuclear disaster, pray for the
suffering that the peace of God will heal them
and give them peace, and lastly pray for the
opening of doors for the gospel to be preached
more extensively in Japan.
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JOB LISTINGS

ARCC Ministry Opportunities
American River Community Church in Carmichael
is seeking to fill three (3) part-time paid ministry
positions or internships: Children’s Ministry
Intern, Youth Ministry Intern, and Senior Adult
Ministry Intern. Job descriptions are posted on the
information board in the EPIC office. For more
information or to apply: call 916-483-3465, or
email info@arcconline.org.

Do you love the outdoors and
giving back to others?
Then look no further!

Camp Lotsafun is looking for camp
counselors! Camp Lotsafun is specifically
designed for individuals with mental and
developmental disabilities. Camp Lotsafun is a
non-profit organization in need of passionate
people to become camp counselors. This is a
paid position. Camp Lotsafun is an overnight
camp and board and accommodation will be
provided to our counselors during camp.

Contact Jill Gabel at 775-827-3866 for
more information. Applications can be
downloaded at www.camplotsafun.com. The
application deadline is May 13, 2011.

The camp is located in Portola, CA. For this
position, you need to be available on the following
dates:

* Training in Sacramento will be in early June.
(Date, time and location TBA)

June 26 - July 2

July 3 —July 9

August 14 - August 20
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Turmoil in the Middle East,

by Steve Pepper

What is going on in the Middle East?
Could it be that we are witnessing history
unfold right before our eyes? In a matter of
just a few months, we have seen dictators who
have been in power for decades removed from
power. Tunisia was the first country to fall. It
started with peaceful protest made up of a
mostly younger population. The protests
quickly spread throughout the country, and
within days, the dictator was removed
peacefully.

Egypt was next. Emboldened by what
happened in Tunisia, Egyptians began peaceful
protests demanding their dictator to leave the
country. Within weeks, he was removed from
power. The young people in these countries
had become restless; they were tired of the
repressive regimes. I am all for freedom and
democracy, and [ pray that these countries
achieve that goal for their people.

The rest of the Middle East is also in
turmoil. The countries of Sudan, Iraq, Iran,
Jordan, Oman and Kuwait have all had protests
demanding reform from their respective
governments. The people of these countries
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are sick and tired of repressive regimes, and the
persecution that they have endured for decades.
As a result of what they have seen in Tunisia and
Egypt, young people have been empowered. They
believe they too can achieve reforms in their
governments.

Typicly and unfortunately, some of the
Arabic governments have chosen to put down the
unrest by using force. Libya’s Dictator Moammar
Gadhafi (who has been in control of Libya for
forty-two years) is Kkilling his own people in a
desperate attempt to hold onto power. The
world has come together through the United
Nations and NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) to stop him from massacring his
own people. At the direction of President Obama,
(but without the Constitutionally mandated vote
by Congress) the United States has taken a lead
role in enforcing a no-fly zone over parts of Libya.

Only God knows where all this will lead.
Could it be that these are the “wars and rumor of
wars” the Bible predicts will preceed the Last
Days? Whatever the case, we must remember to
prayer for these situations, the people and for
our leaders.
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The Integral Theatre Company Presents

An Eastcr Drama in Two Acts

April 14,15,16,17,21,22,23,24 201 §
Evenings @ 7FM 5uncla95 @4FM

\5}3crci;.al oPc‘,ning nig!ﬂ: "Better than (ﬁ;hampagnc” rccc‘,Ption

(o”owing the show. r\vﬁa‘&c your rcscl'vat‘ionsrrf_v_/-\RL:Y/!“
(eneral Admision: $14-.00, Senior/ Studcnt $12.00,(hildren under 12, $7.00

800 Reading Street, Folsom CA
Cash only, at the door. Group discounts available.
wwwactorsworkshop.net/tickets  info@actorsworkshop.net

Q16-207-5606

Opening night ONLY: if you bring a canned food item (over 16 ounces) to support Victory House, a
transition home for men, we will give you a $2.00 general admission ticket at the door AND, we will
be hosting a "Better than Champagne" reception after the show as well!

The Lower Room is a play of historical fiction that hypothisizes what might have taken place
elsewhere in the house where Jesus and the disciples celebrated the Seder that came to be know as

The Last Supper.
The Friday, April 15 and Thursday, April 21 performances will be interpreted for the deaf.
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This Week In Church History With Pastor Charlie

April 10: ) ) Independence and the third President of the
787 - The church of St. Corneille at Compiegne United States.

installed an organ at the request of Frankish King
Pepin, in what is modern-day France. This is the first
recorded mention of this musical instrument.

1829 - Evangelist William Booth, founder and first
general of the Salvation Army, was born in
Nottingham, England.

April 14:

73 - According to Jewish historian Josephus, on
this day 967 Jewish zealots committed mass
suicide within the fortress of Masada on this last
night before the walls were breached by the
attacking Roman Tenth Legion. (Two women and

April 11: ) ) five children survived by hiding in a cistern, and
1506 - Construction began on the Saint Peter's were later released unharmed by the Romans.)
Basilica in Rome, under the guidance of Pope Julius II 1775 - The first society for the abolition of North
who enlisted the artistic talents of Michelangelo and American slavery was organized by Quakers in
Raphael. It took 120 years to complete. Philadelphia.

1906 - The famous Azusa Street Revival, out of

April 12: which the modern Pentecostal movement spread
1204 - The Christian (Roman Catholic) armies of the world-wide, began when the services led by black

Fourth Crusade captured and plundered the evangelist William J. Seymour moved into the

Christian (Eastern Orthodox) city of Constantinople. building at 312 Azusa Street in Los Angeles.
1914 - After an 11-day convention in Hot Springs,

Arkansas, Pentecostal pastors from around America
formed the Assemblies of God denomination, which
today numbers over 51 million people worldwide.

April 15:
1452 - Leonardo da Vinci was born in Vinci, Italy.

He would go on to paint some memorable
religious scenes, most specifically "The Last

April 13: Supper".

1059 - Pope Nicholas II decreed that all future popes 1892 - Birthdate of Corrie ten Boom, the Dutch
could only be elected by the Church's Cardinals. devotional author whose family was arrested by
1598 - King Henry IV of France issued the Edict of the Gestapo during WWII for hiding Jewish
Nantes, granting Protestants a large measure of refugees in their home. Corrie's experience with
religious freedom. The Edict remained in effect for 87 the Nazis was depicted in the 1971 film The Hiding
years. Place.

1742 - George Frederic Handel's majestic oratorio,

"The Messiah," Was first perforn’fed,‘m DubhrT. The April 16:

performance raised 400 pounds in aid of charity. 1862: Slavery was abolished in Washington, DC.
1743 - Thomas Jefferson was born in Virginia. He

was the main author of the Declaration of
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